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This is a folktale which has delighted children all over 
India. 

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa used to narrate stones of 
this kind to his disciples to illustrate his teachings. This 
story explains the power of faith. The total faith of Gopal s 
mother is in sharp contrast with the teacher's disbelief. 

This Amar Chitra Katha is based on the version in Cradle 
Tates of Hinduism by Sister Nivedita. 

Gopal and the Cowherd is an example of the richness and 
appeal of the folktales of this country. 
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AND 


UVER W/TH Ht& MOTHER 
IN A HUT ON THE 007- 
SHIRTS ORA FOREST, 


f (^pl 

r iLiajjH 


> 

— ‘l’ , 
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&ORAL& FATHER HAR 
GOPAL WAS BORN, SO 
SON HAP NO ONE 70 
SUPPORT THEM , 




HAVE BROUGHT 
GOMB MILK 
FOR OOFPL . 


VOU 


1 
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ANP HOW 10 
LITTLE GOPAL a 
HE REMINPS ME 
GO MUCH OF HIS 
FATHER. WHAT 
A dOOPANP 
LEARNED MAM 
HE WAS/ 



GO* 4 AS 
CP CA/VP 


M 4 ^ O/MSV 
A 


THE RAINS ARE 
ALMOST HERE . MV 
HUSBANP ANP THE 
OTHER MEN WIU_ 
TAKE TORNS TO 

pudci&h anp sow 

MWR LANP. 



r WO ARE ALL 1 
GO HELPFOL 
ANPKINP. 1 
PONT KNOW 
HOW TO REFAV 

. voa. > 


font sav 
that, rr is oor 

POTV TO HELP 
VOO ANP WE 
ENJOV P01N& 





GOPAL 


HANP of the 

LORE? . 


AND THE COWHERD 


GOPAL G MOTHER WAG A P& VOTES' OP 
LORO HA/GMf/A. GO GREAT WAG ME/? 
LOVE POR M/M , GME MAO EVER fi/WW 
HER GOA/ Of/E OF* MAG f/AMEG — GOPAL . 




AG GOPAL GREW OR. M/G MOTHER 
GOWEO TH/G LOVE OP GOO 4V M/M 
AG WELL, W 


6A8V KRISHNA 
WAG GO FDNR OF 
CuRPG AtiP CREAM 
THAT HE UGEfP 


THEM 


PIPlNTT 

r hi& 

MOTHER 
GCOLO HIM 
LIKE YOU 
SCOLP ME 
LOME- 
'S. TIMES 3 



r Pit? GCOLC? HIM . 

BUT SHE WAG GORR</ 
AF TERWARPS BE- 
CAUSE HE W AG 
SUCH A LOVELV i 
CHILE?— LIKE Jl 

L you / ..if/ 
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arnar chilra kuthn 



IT IS HE WHO 
HELPS US THROUGH 
LIFE, WV SOW. 


WE CAN’T SEE 
THE LORE?, MOTHER 
VET WE PRAV 
TO HIM . m 


» 'll 

fr ;N 

Mi 1 

M 


S® r*: 


■Ej 



MV LITTLE ONE 
HAS BESON TO 
THINK ANP WON PER 
ABOUT T HE WORLP. 
IT IS TIME HE WENT 
TO SCHOOL . I 



BUT HE 
/ WILL NEEP 
NEW CLOTHES 
ANP MATER/ALS 
FOR REAPlNO 
ANP WRITING • 
WHERE SHALL 
I SET THEM 
FROM 2 



' I MUST SPIN 
ANP SELL AS 
MUCH VARN AS 
n / CAN . f 






MOTHER , YOU 
HAROLY EAT ANY 
THIN® THESE OAYi 
ANIP YOU -SPIN 
AWAY AT THAT 
WHEEL TILL J 


NhS HT, 


B6IT, MOTHER 
I* SCHOOL A 
FRIOHTENINO 


/ OH, NO, YOU LL 
/ LIKE IT. YOU WILL 
MEET OTHER BOV* 
THERE , AN£> LEARN 
TO REAP* ANP> WRITE 
ANC* GROW WISE 
^ LIKE YOU R 
V FATHER • / 


GOPAL AND THE COWHERD 


&OF*L IS MOTHER 
ENOOAH MONEY TO 


S- LOWLY, 
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amor chitra katha 



FOLLOW THE PATH 
T HROa&H THE FOREST, 
SON, ANP YOd CAN 1 ! 
v LOSE YOUR WAV'. 


THEN 
I'LL SO. 

mother 



L * ^ ’ 




r] 



I HAVE WORKEP 
HARO ANP SAVE P 
FOR THIS F5*V. 
SOT IT HAS BEEN 
WORTH IT. OOP 
BE WITH YOU, 
MY SON. 



AT FIRST &OPAL ENJOYEP THE 
WALK THROUGH THE FOREST. 


_4 LJ/XV 

COOL AMP 
SHAPV IT 
— fS' 



1 ; 

Hftic v 

r i ■ i A 


1 Nil ^9 | / tffij -i 


V Lj 1 

/ [ ij HL i 

9 \ BBC b] i fl J 

7 1 If” « 


s ,f | { ‘ lildHP] 

fl ijA [ rNp 1 


\ ’ * 

■AOiri' 1 
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* rr &o 

FRI6HTENIN& 
HERE . HAVE 
I LOST MV 
L WAV 2 



^ THE 
BRANCHES* 
LOOK AS /F 
THEV ARE 
COAMNS TO 
CATCH ME . 



TO WALK 




amor chitra katha 




rr &oop to 
3 E oar of that 






^XsS 



/ (\ 

' 1 *yi " -1 jr 

1 fer * r^wh- 

1 TPt [w -r ‘ji f ^ 

_ 

-j.E ■ i 

Ml ’ ** J 

U Jir // 1 

Wr 1 
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W E ARE HERE TO- 
GETHER, MV BOV&, 

LEARN TO REAP 
WRITE ANP, ABOVE 
TO U&E OdR MlNPd 1 
THINK ANP REASON, 

PRAV TO ^ARA^WATI 
&OPPE<&& OF LEARNING 
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GOPAL AND THE COWHERD 



tT WAS THE PRACTICE FOR 
YOUNG CHILPREN TO WRITE 
THEtR FIRST LETTERS 4V 
SANP- LATER. THEY WROTE 

on er/Ff palmyra leaves 



GOPAL MAPE FRIENP& WITH THE OTHER 
BOYS ARP THEY PL A YEP TOGETHER 



ear as evening 

APPROACHEP 


OH, I’LL HAVE 
TO GO THROUGH 
THE FOREST 
AGAIN 



9 






amar chit ra fcatha 


tr 16 TIME 

MV LITTLE 
ONE CAME 
HOME. 


MOTHER / 


f MVGON,VOCl > 
ARE TREM8UN6 
LIKE A LEAF. ANP 
60 WHITE IN THE 
FACE / WHAT 16 
L IT ? >53 


f OH 
MOTHER 
MOTHER 
MOTHER - 


i/iMd 


v. mWL 
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gopal and the COWHERD 



r jr i& N 

PAR K IN THERE 
AMP HORRI8LE 
£>OCI NP& COME 
FROM THE 



I PON’T 
WANT TO 60 
TO &CHOOL 
TOMORROW 
MOTHER . 


OOFAL , 
HOW CAN 
VOCJ ^AV 
THAT Z 
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WNAT SHALL 
I PO "2 i CAN- 
NOT SO WITH 
HIM EVER*/ 
PAY' THEf*E , 
IS SO MUCH 
WORN TO PO. 



UNCLES OR SERVANTS 
TO TAKE. THEM TO 
SCHOOL. . WHO P O 
WE HAVE , MY POOR 
\ SO PAL f . 


-* 1 who PO we 

HAVE £ VES, OF 
SONRSE • WE 
HAVE LORO 
KRISHNA * WHY 
PIPN’T I THINK 


PEAR LORP, VON W 
ARE THE FATHER OF /N 
THE POOR. YOU ^ 
PROTECT ALL . I J 
KNOW VON WILL T 
PROTECT MV i J 
&OPAL . /O W ^ 





bcjt will 
VOO 60 IF 
SOMEONE 
TAKE* 
VO(J ? J 


MOTHER , 
WILL. VOO 
COME WITH 
ME 2 


GOPAL AND THE COWHERD 


AT rue THOUGHT Of= KRiGHNA , HER 
WORRY HAP* VANtGHEP* . 



r I WON’T BE 
ABLE TO, MV 
$ON , BUT VOUR 


WILL 



13 




omar chitra Lot ha 


r VE5 . IF YOU 
ARE AFRAlP, YOU 
HAVE ONLVTO CALL 
HIM . HE WILL COME 
AT ONCE . . 


OH , MOTHER , l 
HAVE NEVER &EEN 
MV BROTHER . I 
NEVER KNEW I 
HAP ONE f 7 



l WILL 
60 TO 
6CHOOL 
THEN, 
MOTHER 



SOO/Y, &OPAL WAS p£A£?r. 


&OOfPBYE , 
MOTHER. I AM 
LON61N& TO 
&EE BROTHER 



LOVE YOU <hO 
MUCH . TAKE 
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GOPAL ANO THE COWHERD 


WILL HE 
PEALLV COMB 
WHEN I CALL ? 


/ I HAVE 
OHLV TO GALL 
HIM ANC? HE • 
WILL COME. 




omar chitra kufha 


A&AtN 60 PAL CALLBO OUT. 








mrvsr 


GOPAL AND THE 



OF COURSE, I AM - 
MOTHER TOLPMe 
TO TAKE CARE OF 
YOU IN THE FOREST. 
SO HERE I AM . > 


f are you " 

CALLER 
6 ORAL TOO ? 

anpare voo 

REALLV My 
BROTHER ? 


COWHERD 




THE TWO 80</£ WA£-HEC> THHOO&H 
THE EO&E&T, LAV&H/M& AN£? 



T THANK ^ 
YOU , BROTHER- 
I AM NOT AFRA/P 
OF THE FOREST 
AN*/ MORE - > 
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amor chitra kutha 



/ WILL 
YOU COME 
BACH IN THE 
EVENING TO 

TAKE ME 
HOME ? j 


W I WILL • J a&T 
( CAUL ME ANP 
WKL I WILE COME. 


r I WOULp> HAVE 
UKEP? TOj&OPAL . 
BUT MY COW& 
ARE WANPERIN© 
ABOUT ONTEMPEi? 
v I MU & T OO . a 


f WON T 
YOU COME 
W/TH ME ANP 
MEET my 
TEACHER S 



I HE I© £rO FULL 
OF FUN AHV J 
LAa&HTERtANP* 
VET HE l& <Z>0 KINP 
ANP ©ENTLE. 



/V THE BVEAttNGr, O/V 
THE WAY HOME — 


COME ANP 
PLAV WITH 
v ME. 


GGPAL AND l H£ UOWHtHL} 
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aruur chitra kuthn 



/ MOTHER , 

HE GAME ! 
BROTHER eOPAE 
CAME f HE TOOK 
ME TO'^OHOOL 
ANP BROa&HT 
ME SACK * 


MOTHER 
I’M HOME 


HOW RAPJANT A NR 
HAPPV HE LOOK&f 


I KNEW HE \ 
WOULP LOOK 
-AFTER YOU . 
COME . MY CHI LP, 
. EAT NOW. . 


7^ HE 1«& €>0 ^ 

wonperful, mother 

HE PL AV& THE FLUTE 
ANP PEACOCK 
FEATHERS P>ANCE 
EVERY TlA/m HE A 
k MOV EC- . ,VS 


YOU TOOK CARE 
OF MY $ON , MV 
LORP. I CALLEP 
ANP YOU CAME 
TO COMFORT A 
MOTHERS 
HEART . 
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GOPAL AND 




THE COWHERD 

I ANC> FRiENP’&H/P W/TH THE 
COWHER& BFtOCt&HT A BLOW OE 
HAPWNE&9 /WTO U/E> L/EE . 



VK.ANP 
WE MUOT ALL 
BRtNO HfM 
OIFT-&. 


/ HAVE VOU \ 
HE ARP ? OUR 
TEACHER I 6 > &OING 
TO &IVE A FE.A&T 
TOMORROW . 



i ... i pon r 

KNOW. I’LL 
HAVE TO A-&K 
AW MOTHER . 


f what 

ARE VOO 
BR/N&IN& 
FOR HfM, 
60PAL ? 
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amor chitra Lot ha 


MV MOTHER 
WILL BE MAKJN6 
TWO TRAV& OF 


I® THAT ALL ? 
I SHALL BE 
BRINGING HIM | 
THREE BACK'S. 
OF RICE. 



I HAVE 

OME FINE MU^ 
UN FOR HIM, 


Y ANP I WILL 
BRING SOME 
SILK ANPA 
60LP- EM8ROIPE R 
EP> &AR I FOR 
Vv HIS WIFE. / 





rtL 1 - 1 * . >, il /. JMKl 



GIVING OUR 


SUCH 

GIFTS 


WHAT CAN I 
GIVE HIM? 










GOPAL AND THE COWHERD 


HE CAME, 

mother 

IT’S NOT 
THAT 


vVHV, <90 PAL /> 
WOO LOOK 
REJECTEE 7 
TOPA</. CPIPN’T 
YOtlR BROTHER 
COME a j 


,4 LOOK OP PA/N CPO&&EE> 


Your teacher 

f I* 6IVIN* A 

FEA6T tomorrow 

ANE 7 ALL THE 
BOV* ARE TAK- 
ING HIM BEAUTI- 
FUL 01 FT*. 

V WHAT *MALL 
I TAKE ? 


WHAT I* 
IT ? TELL 
ME . 


f WE HAVE 
NOTHIN* AT 
ALL . WHAT 
61 FT CAN 
WE OFFER? 


but /r wag ovz. v pop a 

MOMENT. V=Z1 ; 


I WILL, MOTHER. 
BROTHER OOPAL 
WILL CERTAIN LV 
THINK OF 60ME- 
V THIN* . a 


MV CHILE 7 , 
A*K VOC4R 
BROTHER. 
HE WILL 
HELP VOU 
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amor chrtra katha 


7^ BROTHER, ~ 

MY TEACHE R IS 
& VI NO A FEAST TO FAY. 
CAN YOU <&JV£ ME A 
61 FT TO TAKE FOR 

HIM 2 jA 


WHAT CAN t 
61 VE YOU , &OFAL ? 
l I AM ONLV A POOR 
\ CO WHE RIP* A 



BUT WAIT, I 
HAVE AN II7EA 
I’LL BE BACK 
IN A MINUTE ■ 



THE COWHERP* RETttRNEP> WITH A LITTLE 

pot. I —— — w i 


OH t that^ 

nice / A POT 

FULL OF 
C6IRP6 * \ 


i J 

V 

■V * * 1 


Jf \ *■ ' 


f 



rr was A HUM- 
BLE 6/AT, BUT 
&ORAL, ROLL OR 
CONEtOERCE 
/H H/S BROTHER 
TOOK THE ROT 
ORC.CJRRS TO 
SCHOOL- . 
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GOPAL AND IHt UJWntHU 


AT SCHOOL , THE CH/LOREN BEGAN VO 
OFFER THEIR SIFTS VO THE TEACHER 
ANP> HIS 


WHEN GO PA L ’S TORN CAME , THE 
TEACHER TOOH THE POT A UTTLE 
COLt?L</. TEARS WELLEO CJP 4V 
BOPAL’E EOES. f 
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amar chitra katha 


I M AVE SERVE F> 

EVERYONE SEVERAL ^ 50 MUCH Y 
HELPINGS OF CORPS. I FROM SOCH ’ 
VET THERE IS MORE I A SMALL POT? 
LEFT. THE MORE I / WHY POn'T WE 
SERVE , THE MORE / EMPTY WHATS 
THERE IS . A LEFT INTO 

,/ V ANOTHER PISH? 


(W/iP/?fiV AGAJN AA/C? ASA /A/ 


I CAN'T ONPER- 
STANP IT f THE POT 
SHOOLP HAVE SEEN 
EMPTY BY NOW, . 



WHAT IS 
THIS ? THE 
POT IS STILL 
POLL ? 

IMPOSSIBLE* 


f 




GOPAL AND THE COWHERO 


rue- TEACEEE POt/PEP* ANP POC/REP , BUT &T/LL THE POT OP CC/PP& PEMAtNEC? PULL . . 




POAAaEOCiNDEP, TEE TEACEEP 
TCJ&MEt? TO 60PAL . 



HE MUST 


MA&tCtAN 


/ OH t NO, HE \ 
' \e, ONLVA > 
COWHERD ■ HE 
WEARS A &OLPBH 
CROWN WtTH 


- "■ 





omar chitra k.atha 


/ &OPAL , > 

f ONLY ONE 
WEAR* A CROWN 
WITH PEACOCK 


ARE VOU 

JOHIN&, 
MV BOV? 


VOU ANV> I CAN 



BUT , SIR , IT 1$ THE TROTH 
MV MOTHER TOL.F 7 ME HE 
WOdJLP COME ANP TAKE 
CARE OF ME. ANP> HE / 
POES. MV MOTHER / 
v NEVER LIE6. 


ITON’T SPIN SUCH 
TALE^, GOPAL. 

A L WAVS TELL 
THE TROTH • > 






gopal and the cowherd 


CAN voa TAKE 
ME TO THIS 
BROTHER OF 
VOOR6- THEN ? 


OF COCJRe E, 
SIR. COMB 
WITH ME INTO 
THE FOREST. 


THERE WAENOANEWER 
&ORAL CAL LEI? A&A/N . 


TOON m/s teacher /hto the 

AHl? WHEN THE Y REACHEl? 
E TH/CHE&T HART - — [MHKK 


EASE, WON’T 
yoo COME f . 


Y BROTHER > 
&OPAL- , THIS 
IS yOLlR LITTLE 
BROTHER CALL- 
IN© ■ COME TO 
>. ME. j 





* 1 


«■ 


m J 





OH, BROTHER &OPAL, 
WHV PON’T Wa COMB 
WHEN I NESP* YOU ? 
f ‘S' HALL BE CALLECP 
A LIAR NOW. J 


. - 



GOPAl AND THE COWHERD 



the soc/NP of wf 

*LL/TE FOSB MELO- 
PIOCISLV ANP THEN 
THERE. WAS SILENCE. THE 
TEACHER HELL TO 
Hit, . f 


MV L ORF, MV LORI?, 

i have hearf voa • 

HROU&H A VOON& 
CHILF, voa HAVE 
TAU& HT ME NOT TO 
<pCORH THE HUMBLE. 



GOPAL KNEW NOW 
WHO HtS BROTHER 
REALL V WAS . 


rf vf 

V 




MV CHILF, WE HAVE 
PARTAKEN OF 
CL1RFS FROM THE 
VERV HANF^ OF 
v THE LORE 7 . > 



THE FOREST LtT UR WITH 
RAO/ANCE OF KRISHNA . 


PAZEP>ANP> SHAKEN 
BY THE EXPERIENCE, 
THE TEACHER WALK- 
fp SLOWL Y BACK TO 
THE SCHOOL WITH 
GOPAL . 
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TOO CAN NOW SAVE 
A BIG DEAL BY 
SUBSCRIBING TO THE | 

ABOVE FAVOURITE MAGAZINES 
OFFERED TO YOU AT CONCESSIONAL 
RATES FOR 12 ISSUES AND 


MAIL TO : 

KIRAN PUBLICATIONS 
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RECEIVE THEM EVERY MONTH 
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